CHAPTER XXII
EAST AND WEST, 1155-1198.   THE THIRD CRUSADE
B
ETWEEN the Second and Third Crusades there was The Latin
an interval of forty years, during which the Latin West S!*te!h
had little contact with the Latin East. The danger second
to the Latin States was grave, since the Moslems in Syria Crusade
were now united under the single rule of Nuraddin, but it
was impossible to raise an expedition in the West; the Pope,
who might have urged it, was for many years engaged in
conflict with the Emperor, and anyhow the disillusionment
created by the disaster of the Second Crusade made it impos-
sible to arouse the necessary enthusiasm. Left to themselves,
the Latin States naturally turned to the Eastern Emperor for
aid, and Manuel was quite ready to grant it. Indeed, he had
a great opportunity, if he could have confined his attention to
the East and concentrated on a campaign against the Moslems.
The first necessity was to secure his communications with
Cilicia and Syria by driving back the Moslems in Asia Minor.
Then he might reasonably hope, in alliance with the Latin
Christians, for the successful issue of an offensive against
Nuraddin. It is only too probable that the alliance would
not have survived victory, since neither Greeks nor Latins
showed any disposition to subordinate their selfish interests
to the common advantage of Christendom. But Manuel
might at least have anticipated securing Syria for the Empire,
if he were content to leave Palestine to the Latins, An
extended Empire and more secure frontiers would have been
the fruits of this policy.
However, it was not in Manuel's nature to concentrate Manuel's
methodically on a single objective, and he was already deeply Per$jstence
committed to his Western plan.   There was the same excuse western
—the recovery of territory that had been Byzantine; for it ambition
had been conquered by the Normans actually at the same
time that Syria had been conquered by the Seljuks.   Also,
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